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Woman:

D Too bad. I hope you can find your lost bike.

@ Good job. You’ll get used to riding a bike soon.

@ Awesome! Thank you for lending me your new bike.
@ T’'m sorry. I’'m afraid our auction has already finished.
(® Excellent! I’'m sure your donation will be appreciated.

14, W5 3, oA vk e ol Wxje] 5o 1A
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Man:

(D Sure. I hope you’ll be able to judge the competition.
@ Well done. You’ve advanced to the final round.

@ Great. Text me the dates of the competition.

@ Don’t worry. We’ll announce the winners shortly.

® I understand. It’s hard to be fair when judging others.

15. o}& Absl AdwS- =31, SophiaZl JackelAl & 2wz 743+
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Sophia:
D I think it’ll be better to stick to your plan.
@ Let’s head out for the concert far in advance.

@ We can ask for a seat change so we can sit together.
@ Don’t you think we need to rehearse one more time?
(® How about leaving the concert early to avoid traffic?

[16~17] CI22 £1, 220 HslA2.
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(D desirable conditions to store food

@ importance of having a nutritious diet

@ suitable foods to solve future food shortages
@ popular dishes made from unusual ingredients
® future technologies to cope with food shortages

17. 29 240] obd AL

@ seaweed @ beans (3 pumpkins
@ potatoes (& mushrooms

Ol =71 2MIt EtsLIt 18HFH= SHAILl XAl
tct &= otAIJl BHELICEH

Dear Ms. Carter,

I hope this message finds you well. Above all, I'd like to
express my gratitude for the guidance you provided during
the internship program. Your feedback on my presentation
skills was especially helpful, and I have already noticed
improvement in my confidence when speaking in front of
others. Also, I would like to ask if you could write me a
recommendation letter for my upcoming graduate school
application. The deadline is next month, and your words
would mean a lot to me.

Thank you again for all your support.

Sincerely,
Daniel.
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Raindrops streaked down the windowpane as I hesitated
outside an old cafe, umbrella forgotten at home. The flickering
glow of its sign intensified the weight pressing on my chest,
echoing the unease that had remained since a dream in which I
had botched my presentation. Upon entering, the aroma of
freshly brewed coffee enveloped me, a subtle balm to my
frayed nerves. I settled by the window, observing the rivulets
of rain sliding down the glass, and unexpectedly, a soft laugh
escaped me. The sound of the rain, the muted strains of
background music, and the occasional laughter from nearby
tables seemed to dilute the anxiety that had clung so
stubbornly to my mind.

@ indifferent — grateful @ anxious — relieved
@ bored — excited @ hopeful — disappointed
® lonely — cheerful

20. he FeN BA7E FAshe s A e

Pascal posits that in a state of uncertainty, it is more rational to
believe in God than not to. If God exists, believers gain an infinite
reward, while non-believers face infinite punishment. If God does not
exist, what one loses by choosing to believe is merely a finite amount
of earthly pleasure. Roko's Basilisk applies a similar logic to a future
superintelligent Al This thought experiment suggests that the
'Basilisk' will eternally torture anyone who knew of its potential
existence but did not contribute to its creation. It would possess the
ability to simulate the past and identify and punish all individuals who
were aware of it yet failed to assist in its development. This can be
seen as a new form of Pascal's Wager in a secular age. While it lacks
specific doctrines or organizations, it functions as implicit religion as
it influences people's beliefs and actions and performs the functions of
salvation and judgment.
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21. "= 3l casting a specifically shaped net into the sea of

chance”} v =ellA ovist= vtz 7P Adg 21

The popular image of scientific discovery often romanticizes
serendipity as a bolt from the blue—a moment of pure, dumb
luck. This view, however, is deeply misleading. Accidents and
unexpected observations occur constantly in any research
endeavor, yet they rarely result in a paradigm shift. The crucial
variable is not the random occurrence of the anomaly, but the
capacity of the observer to recognize its significance. As Louis
Pasteur famously noted, "chance favors only the prepared
mind." This 'preparation' is not a general intelligence, but a
deep immersion in a specific field, complete with its theories,
known problems, and expectations. This existing knowledge
base forms a cognitive framework that, while sometimes
blinding us, is also the essential tool for identifying a truly
novel event. An unprepared observer sees a spoiled petri dish;
Alexander Fleming saw the dawn of antibiotics. The prepared
mind doesn't simply wait for a lucky accident; it is casting a
specifically shaped net into the sea of chance.

(D using a prepared mind to predict unexpected results in advance
@ utilizing a structured framework to interpret an unexpected event
(3 gathering a vast amount of data without a specific hypothesis
@ prioritizing laboratory accidents over theoretical inconsistencies
(5 combining the knowledge of various fields to solve a known problem

22. o 29 8X 7 7P A8 A0

Nonverbal cues, while fundamental to human interaction,
are far from universal. A prime example is eye contact, a
behavior whose interpretation varies dramatically across
cultures. In many Western societies, direct eye contact is
perceived as a sign of sincerity and attentiveness; it signals
that you are engaged and listening. For this reason, a teacher
might expect a student to look them in the eye during a lesson.
However, in some Asian and Indigenous Australian cultures,
prolonged eye contact can be interpreted as a sign of
disrespect or even a challenge to authority. Therefore, a
student from such a background might consciously avoid a
teacher’s gaze precisely out of politeness. When this occurs,
the teacher may incorrectly conclude that the student is
uninterested or not paying attention. This judgment is not
based on the student's actual level of engagement, but on a
culturally-specific reading of a single, ambiguous cue.

D e A% 712) Alzioh ke 9Ashe Fadt wizde] 1 5= gk
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One theoretical approach to understanding theatre’s social
role derives from performance studies, viewing theatrical
events as forms of cultural performance embedded in specific
contexts. The text remains constant, but the meaning is
reframed by the conditions of its performance. This
adaptability is sustained by theatre’s reliance on live
interaction, in which meaning is negotiated in real time
between actors and audiences. Through this live exchange,
theatre becomes a laboratory for empathy. Actors inhabit
characters whose experiences may be distant from their own,
and audiences are invited to share those emotional journeys.
Research in cognitive psychology supports the idea that
witnessing live performance can activate neural pathways
associated with perspective taking. The empathic engagement
extends to the shared physical space, where subtle cues—such
as the actor’s breath, movement, and vocal inflection—
contribute to an immersive atmosphere.

D live interaction fostering perspective taking in action
@ empathy playing a major role in emotional journeys
@ theater consisting of externally unchartered courses
@ theater thoroughly parading on-site immersion

(® theater whose meaning depends on the actor

ke 2o AFes A HAdg AL

Supreme Court deliberated on a case of medical malpractice
that resulted in the death of a fetus, considering whether
charges of bodily injury against the mother or homicide
against the fetus could be established. The prosecution
requested a judgment on whether charges of bodily injury or,
furthermore, homicide could be applied to a fetus at the stage
of birth. The pivotal legal question was whether a fetus should
be protected as a constituent part of the mother's body, or
whether the scope of its protection should be expanded by
recognizing it as a human being from an earlier stage of
development. A separate case that came before this involved a
fetus that died due to a physician’s negligence. The ensuing
legal dispute centered on whether the fetus itself possessed a
right to claim damages for its loss of life. After the Supreme
Court denied this right, the Constitutional Court affirmed that
since all human beings are subjects of the constitutional right
to life, this right also holds for a fetus in its formative stages.

D A Legal Limbo: Advancements for Human Rights

(2 Threshold of Personality: The Legal Status of the Fetus
@ A Fetus as a Human Being: Defined Perspective on Life
@ Prioritizing the Mother: A Legal Boundary for Fetal Rights
(5 What a Fetus Means: Coherent Stance of the Supreme Court
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The percentages of students in three age groups

who preferred different after-school activities & InDebTh 2.0 Reading Instructi &
nDep .0 Reading Instruction

- Looking for a weekend getaway close to nature? Come

=0 (] _ and join our Eco Camp this spring in Seoul!

40t

& 30f What you can do
201 %7 ‘Taking 'HDS Mock Test' with no extra fee
10 / ‘Having a quality feedback by Han Dae San
0 Sports Music/Art  Volunteering Reading ‘Examining how you have read until then
G Lodging
=0 emnnld I 1930 eewold  GEZ 213 Y oM -Comfortable cabins with private bathrooms and free Wi-Fi
Transportation
The above graph shows the percentages of students in three age -A shuttle bus runs between the central train station and the

groups who preferred different after-school activities. (D Sports camp twice a day.
were equally popular among the 15-17 and 21-23 groups, each at Application
about 40 percent, while the 18-20 group showed the lowest - Fill out the online form at
preference at only 20 percent. 2 For music and art, the 18-20 www.handaesanenlglishisthebestinmyopinion.com
group recorded the highest percentage, about 35 percent, % For questions, contact us at handaesanenlgish@naver.com

surpassing both the younger and older groups. 3 Volunteering

was chosen by nearly 50 percent of the 18-20 group, which was O 7= 371 vl$ o] HDS EouAbs $A1E 4= olrth
far higher than the 15-17 group at about 30 percent and the 21-23 @ gjate] A Az iAol A =S Alggi

group at 20 percent. @ Reading showed a steady decrease with © A Z= W) 8A} ofelto| 7} ZHA] HkgE AAS Allwslt
age, as the 15-17 group had the lowest percentage and the 21-23 @ A M= Az AR 01]/‘1 24 Aol gt

group the highest. & Overall, the graph indicates that older © T4 71A A ZE ok St 8F 5l e
students tended to favor sports and reading more than younger
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Riverside Marathon

Get ready for a priceless experience you'll never
forget! Whether it's your first full marathon or you're a
seasoned runner, we invite you to be a part of this

26. Dick Enbergell ¥ thg 9] g3 I8k e AL? amazing event.
Event Details

Ludwig Wittgenstein was an Austrian-born philosopher who ‘Date: October 25th
worked primarily in logic, the philosophy of mathematics, and ‘Course: The marathon starts at City Hall, and finishes at
the philosophy of language. His early masterpiece, Tractatus the iconic Riverside Stadium.
Logico-Philosophicus, published in 1921, profoundly ‘Entry Fee: $80 per person
influenced logical positivism. Later in life, however, he §% What's Included?
criticized and moved away from many of his earlier views. His Your entry fee is a bit pricey, but it comes with great

souvenirs and support to make your experience
unforgettable! (Snacks provided along the course)

It’s going to be a tough but enjoyable challenge. Grab
a friend and sign up together for an experience that

posthumously published work, Philosophical Investigations,
introduced the concept of "language games" and emphasized
the social use of language. Although he spent much of his

career at the University of Cambridge, his ideas continue to will last a lifetime!

shape philosophy worldwide. Wittgenstein is regarded as one s For more information, please visit www.lwsnow.org.
of the most influential philosophers of the 20th century.
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In modern society, certain companies or even cultural
trends tend to dominate the public sphere, creating a kind of
social monopoly. When one brand, idea, or platform becomes
excessively influential, it often discourages alternative voices
and reduces the variety of choices available, as if diversity
itself D were a luxury rather than a necessity. Although such
monopolies may appear attractive at first-providing
convenience and familiarity-they also risk narrowing
perspectives and weakening innovation, people 2 having
grown so accustomed to relying on only one source that they
seldom question it. Should these monopolies 3 be left
unchecked, society would inevitably lose not only its
creativity but also its resilience in facing future challenges. A
balanced society requires not only @ efficient but also
diversity, and therefore it is important that individulas and
institutions encourage pluralism rather than uniformity,
without (® which genuine progress can hadly be sustained.

30.

ohe Fo WE A F B e 29o) AaA
e A7

Technology is never a neutral force in our world. Instead, it
is highly (D malleable, readily shaped by the values we embed
within it. The metaphorical Al mirror of our time primarily
reflects the dominant incentives of the current economic order.
If left on this course, it will only @ reinforce our existing
societal problems, pulling us toward a future we do not want.
Therefore, we have a critical responsibility to ) redirect this
powerful tool toward a more sustainable and humane
destination. Al is fundamentally @ incapable of determining
what a "humane" future looks like on its own. That task
requires us to consciously define our goals and ensure global
(® competition in the governance of these complex systems.
Only through such a wunited effort can our deeply
interconnected global community navigate the path forward
safely.

[31~34] CkS ¥iztol SOfZ U= Jha HFst 28 12N/,

31. In the indicators used to measure a country’s political
system underlies the index called Robert Dahl’s Polyarchy.
He argued that competitive elections are essential for
democracy operation. The extent to which democratic
procedures are guaranteed so that the policies desired by
citizens can be implemented serves as criteria that indicate
the relative level of democracy between countries. Then,
what could be the feature of these indicators?
In the DD, emphasis was placed on whether competitive
elections were held. However, such elections are not a
binary variable and must be measured in a quantifiable
way. Freedom House, a non-governmental organization,
measures how open the government and politics are,
whether corruption is present, whether there is freedom of
assembly, and how free and fair elections are, as well as
questions about civil liberties. The average of the scores
for the political rights section and the civil liberties
section determines the overall level of freedom.

@ partial @ insufficient
@ unstable @ grudging
® convoluted

32. Metaphor has two implications. The first regards it as a
rhetorical device, means to embellish expressions about
facts. The second treats it as a form of conjecture, a kind
of necessary evil. Human thought is assumed to have the
ability to represent its object. A prevailing question in
animal cognition is the extent to which non-human species
can grasp abstract concepts beyond object association.
David Premack presented a chimpanzee named Sarah with
a choice-based task designed to test this very capability.
She was shown an intact apple and one cut in half with a
knife placed between them, and then presented with a
sheet of paper and required to complete the analogy by
choosing from a set of options. The critical aspect of the
experiment was its use of arbitrary plastic, forcing the
chimpanzee to

@ distinguish tools from edible fruit

@ operate on a purely conceptual level

@ group frameworks without transparency

@ recall and exploit each meaning from memory
® strengthen the connection between existing clues
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33. Arnold underscores the importance of the Hellenistic
values of ancient Greece, in which the rational and
autonomous dimensions of human nature are emphasized.
Hellenistic philosophy originally sought to present a path
to human happiness, as illustrated in Socrates’ claim that
not merely moral acts toward others but the entirety of
what benefits the self constitutes an essential condition for
a fulfilled life. This ideal finds its concrete form which
locates the conditions for happiness within the individual,

. Arnold reinterprets

this tradition as both a personal ethic and a civic duty:
self-completion, inseparably tied to national progress,
compels individuals to engage in intellectual pursuits that
promote virtue. In this synthesis, classical ideals are
preserved but coordinated directly to the resolution of
communal challenges. [37%]

D by discerning necessary desires from vain ones

@ in accordance with duty derived from personal ethics
@ based on collecting value attributed by similar people
@ grounded in the personal value assigned to each good
(® utilizing rational attempts to synthesize the self-beneficial

34. Built upon the logic of the rational consumer, modemn society
views engagement as a transactional calculation of cost and
benefit. We interact with services and brands that are expected
to deliver a certain value, canceling a subscription without a
second thought if its content library dwindles. Sports fandom,
however, stands as a stark anomaly to this rule. A true fan’s
loyalty is not a commodity to be bought or sold based on the
team’s current standing, but rather an internal component of
their own identity, which is often paradoxically strengthened
through shared struggle. For them, the team is not an external
product to be consumed. A rational consumer abandons a failing
product, seeing the relationship purely as a return on investment.
The fan, however, endures, implicitly understanding that

. [34]

(D the expectation of future success justifies present disappointment
@ A shared identity helps to hold the group together during hardship
@ the commitrment is to the identity itself, not to the performance it yields
@ the fan community provides an essential social support system
(® the fan acts as a co-creator of the team's public image

35. e Fellx AA 5E3} 34 gl
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The discourse on journalistic professionalism largely concerns
how news organizations establish authority in an
information-saturated landscape. (D Professionalism in journalism
is founded on shared norms: rigorous verification, independence
from power, and transparency in methods. 2 Concurrently, the
very paradigms for validating knowledge and expertise are
experiencing  significant reconfigurations across diverse
intellectual spheres. 3 These professional norms operate as
quality controls: multi-source corroboration, pre-publication
reviews, and clear correction policies transform individual
practice into an organizational system. @ Crucially, expertise
demands accountability; journalists disclose evidence and
reasoning, allowing audiences to scrutinize and challenge them.
(® Thus, professionalism is not a static designation but an
evolving practice, continually refined through feedback, peer
review, and public correction.

[36~37] F0izl 2 kS0l olofd B9l &M= & MM
g 12N,

36.

For centuries, astronomers were limited to distant,
Earth-based observations of planetary moons. While orbits
and rough sizes could be determined, their detailed
physical properties and origins remained largely

speculative, leaving fundamental questions unanswered.

(A) These newly revealed geological worlds offered profound
insights, especially for understanding irregular satellites.
Analysis of their makeup, often distinct from a planet's
native moons, provided strong evidence for a history of
cosmic capture and finally explained their eccentric orbits.

(B) The advent of robotic space exploration finally allowed
for direct engagement with these celestial bodies. Instead
of faint dots of light, flyby and orbital missions revealed
complex geological worlds, replacing centuries of
speculation with a wealth of empirical data.

(C) One of the most fundamental questions concerned a
moon's mass, a property that could finally be measured by
analyzing the subtle gravitational tug a probe experienced
during a close approach. This figure, combined with
accurate size data, revealed its density and offered the first
real clues about its composition.

@ (A) = (C) = (B) @ (B) = (A) = (O)
@ (B) = (C) = (A) @ (C) = (A) = (B)
® (C) — (B) = (A)
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Cultural artifacts—a ritual, a piece of music, a visual
motif—are not self-contained packets of meaning. Their
significance is deeply embedded within a dense web of
local beliefs, histories, and social practices from which
they originally emerged.

(A) The borrowing culture then projects its own values and
narratives onto this empty signifier. The decontextualized
artifact is re-purposed, assigned a new role and a new
meaning that resonates with the adopting society's
worldview, effectively filling the semantic void.

(B) Thus, what is often celebrated as 'fusion' might be more
accurately described as a form of cultural translation, or
even appropriation. The borrowed artifact, now saturated
with new significance, primarily serves the symbolic
needs of its new home, with its original purpose becoming
a mere historical footnote.

(C) When such an artifact is lifted from this native context
and adopted by another culture, it is inevitably stripped of
this intricate network of meaning. It arrives as a kind of
‘empty signifier’—its form is present, but its original soul,
or its dense web of associations, is lost in transit. [3% ]

@ (A) = (C) = (B) @ (B) = (A) — (O)
® (B) = (C) = (A) @ (C) = (A) — (B)
® (C) = (B) — (A)

[38~39] 22| 8Ecz Hof, TRl Z&to| Eo0{7I7|0 7}&
XMEHSH LS J2A|2.
38.

Rather, the biggest obstacle to raising rates is the concern
that policymakers could face criticism for passing on
short-term pain to voters.

In the middle of clear signals from the U.S. Federal Reserve
that high interest rates will persist to combat inflation, the
Bank of Korea faces a complex policy decision, a decision
which carries not only economic weight but also political
consequences. ( D ) So considerable are the potential
advantages of a rate hike - which include lower import prices
for resources - that they can sufficiently offset the
disadvantage of reduced consumption caused by an increased
interest burden. ( @ ) Furthermore, our economy becomes
healthier in the long run when we boldly resolve insolvencies,
which would otherwise linger as a burden on growth, rather
than continuing to carry them. ( @ ) Little, however, does the
belief.that a benchmark rate hike will inevitably work against
the ruling party in next year’s general election, a belief which
rests more on political fear than on economic reasoning - rest
on sound judgment. ( @ ) Looking at past cases, it was
governments that succeeded in improving the economic
constitution, which demanded shared pain, that ultimately won
the public’s trust. ( ® ) Nor must we forget that once the right
moment for monetary policy - which seldom returns - has
been missed, its cost grows heavier. [37% ]

This ongoing interaction means that human identity is
fluid, co-created with technology, and capable of adapting
over time.

With the rapid advancement of digital technology, our
understanding of what it means to be human is evolving.
Traditionally, human identity was seen as rooted in biology
and consciousness, but now it increasingly includes how we
exist within digital environments. ( D ) Every action we take
online—posting, liking, searching—leaves behind data that
builds a profile of ourselves. ( 2 ) These profiles are not just
passive records but active representations that interact with
algorithms and other digital systems. ( @ ) Conscious
reflection and management is essential for this informational
self to grow healthily; without deliberate attention, digital
identities risk becoming distorted or misunderstood. ( @ )
Philosophers studying this phenomenon argue that by
consciously managing and reflecting on how our data is used,
we can maintain a sense of agency and authenticity in the
digital world. ( ® ) Therefore, embracing this perspective
challenges traditional ideas about selthood and invites us to
reconsider our relationship with technology as one of mutual
shaping and responsibility.
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Human behavior is often powerfully driven by the
pursuit of pleasure and the reward system, a fundamental
mechanism for survival and motivation. In this context, the
concepts of indulgence and addiction reveal their
underlying mechanisms and outcomes. Indulgence remains
in the realm of conscious choice, a temporary excess for
the sake of pleasure or satisfaction derived from a
particular activity. In essence, indulgence is an extension
of desire that one can regulate with some difficulty.
However, addiction is a pathological state, often from
neurochemical alterations in the brain's reward circuitry,
which leads to a compulsive engagement in a behavior
despite  destructive  consequences. The  defining
characteristic of addiction is the loss of autonomous
control; the urge to engage in the addictive behavior is a
compelling need that overrides rational judgment and
willpower, while an individual indulging in a hobby might
choose to stop due at the cost of their health, relationships,
or social standing.

$

The (A) between addiction and craving can be
explained through the presence of (B) .

(A) (B) (A) (B)
@ disparity -+ chemistry (@ affinity ----- indulgence
@ distinction -+ willpower @ analogy -+ autonomy
(® contrast  -++ee contentment
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[41~42]
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Cesare Beccaria, a central figure in Enlightenment thought,
championed a utilitarian approach to punishment. He argued
that the justification for punishment lies not in retribution, but
in its utility for the greater good of society. For Beccaria, the
purpose of the penal system was to (a) prevent future crimes
by deterring potential offenders. The severity of a punishment
should be no more than is necessary to achieve this deterrent
effect. Therefore, punishment must be proportionate to the
crime, certain, and swift. This perspective suggests that a
punishment is legitimate only if it contributes to public safety
and order, viewing the criminal not as a moral sinner to be
avenged, but as a rational actor who can be (b) discouraged
by a clear and predictable system of laws.

Immanuel Kant, on the other hand, offered a starkly
different view based on deontology and retribution. He
vehemently rejected the utilitarian calculus, arguing that
using a criminal as a means to (c¢) achieve social utility
is a violation of their inherent human dignity. For Kant,
punishment is a moral imperative, a matter of justice that
society owes to the offender. The principle guiding
punishment should be jus talionis, or the law of
retaliation, often summarized as "an eye for an eye." This
means the punishment must mirror the crime. From this
viewpoint, punishing a murderer with anything less than
death is an injustice, as it (d) upholds the principle of
moral equivalence. The justification for punishment is
retrospective; it is about paying a debt for a past wrong,
regardless of any future (e) consequences.
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@ A Clash Between Utility and Principle In Justifying Punishment
2 The Philosophical Evolution of Legal Systems

@ The Role of Law in Maximizing Social Welfare

@ Punishment as a Categorical Imperative

(5 The Retrospective vs. Prospective Views on Justice
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(A)

“On a bleak evening, when the sky sagged beneath a shroud of
iron clouds, Elara returned to the village she had long forsaken.
The houses, once warm with hearth and laughter, now leaned
inward like mourners gathered for a silent funeral. Whispers
followed (a) her steps, not from lips but from shutters creaking
open and swiftly closing again. She perceived that (b) her
brother’s name, whispered in the shadows, carried not comfort
but a warning, as though the village itself mourned her absence
Yet compelled by a letter sealed with her late brother’s crest, she
walked onward, determined to unearth the truth.

(B)

Mist coiled about the trees until the world resembled a
canvas half-erased by some indifferent hand. A figure
emerged, blurred at first, then cruelly familiar in its posture
and voice. “You should not have come,” it whispered,
echoing both her brother’s tone and something far older.
Elara’s heart surged with yearning, yet dread clutched (c) her
ribs as though to warn her of betrayal. She reached forward,
not knowing whether to embrace kin or calamity..

©€)

The figure’s face shifted, alternately her brother’s and a
stranger’s, until truth itself seemed fractured. The forest
darkened, its branches twisting like ink strokes spelling out
her fate. Chains of air, unseen yet unyielding, bound her
where she stood, as though memory itself had claimed its
due. She realized too late that the letter had not summoned
her brother but had summoned (d) her into his absence. And
in the final stillness, she felt herself dissolve, not into death,
but into the story the villagers would whisper forevermore.

(D)

At the edge of the woods, the lanterns flickered with an
unnatural hue, as though the forest drew breath from another
realm. Elara paused, for the silence seemed heavier than
sound, pressing against her with the weight of expectation.
She recalled the ancient tales—that the forest consumed those
who trespassed, reshaping them into phantoms of themselves.
(e) Her hand trembled upon the gate, yet the memory of her
brother’s laughter urged her forward. With a resolve both
fragile and fierce, she entered, and the path closed behind her

like the shutting of a tomb.
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