
Humor depends upon the perception of an appropriate incongruity; that is, the perception of an appropriate relationship between 

categories that would ordinarily be regarded as incongruous. 

A brief example should suffice to illustrate the notion: “A man goes to see a psychiatrist. The doctor asks him, ‘What seems to 

be the problem?’ The patient says, ‘Doc, no one believes anything I say.’ The doctor replies, ‘You’re kidding!’”

To understand this joke, one must apprehend both the appropriateness and the incongruity of the doctor’s response. The phrase 

“you’re kidding” is an expression of surprise and appropriately registers the doctor’s skepticism that the situation could be as 

severe as the patient describes. (= appropriateness)

In some sense, it may even be regarded as a reflexive expression of reassurance. 

At the same time, “you’re kidding” registers the physician’s disbelief in the patient’s report and seems to affirm the very 

proposition that the physician seems to be denying that no one believes anything the patient says. —



In other words, the doctor’s denial is incongruous in that it confirms the very problem about which the patient complains. Even 

the physician to whom the patient turns for help seems to doubt his veracity from the first moment of their encounter. 

*incongruity **veracity 



1. Words

2. Sentences

1. A special harmony emerges that we missed before. We hear more and more and understand more and more with 

each listening.

여기서  라는  동사가  나타나다  라는  정도의  자동사임에도  그  뒤에  으로  시작되는  절이  나오고  있음이  이해가  안  될  수  있는-  emerge that~

데 이  경우에는  문장의 전체  구조는  우리가 흔히  알  듯  의  구조로  형식으로  이루어져 있다 그럼 ,  A  special  harmony  (S)  +  emerges  (V) 1 . 

의  정체는 바로  를  수식하는  관계사절인 것이다 이렇듯  선행사와 관계대명사는  물리적 거리가 떨어져  있that  we  missed  before ?  harmony . 

을 수 있음을 유의하고 꼭 인식하도록 하자. 

Writers can feel achingly alone, but I am tremendously fortunate to be part of wonderfully supportive scholarly, 

academic, and family groups.

The powerful symbolism encouraged a wide range of politicians to join Carl Stokes, then mayor of Cleveland, and 

his brother, Louis Stokes, a congressman from Cleveland, in working for the passage of the Clean Water Act by the 

federal government in 1972.

For example, if there is a rule that “food is not permitted in the classroom:’ a person with the candy bar or bag of 

chips might not be admonished by the teacher; yet a person arriving to class with a fast-food meal experiences 

rebuke and ejection. 

She taught herself French and was tutored by her maternal grandmother, whom she adored and who favored a 

‘‘happy method of mixing instruction and amusement together.” 

Similarly, a medical student must have expertise in human anatomy before studying surgical techniques: It’s difficult 

to perform an appendectomy if you can’t find the appendix. 



Humor depends upon the perception of an appropriate incongruity; that is, the perception of an appropriate relationship between 

categories that would ordinarily be regarded as incongruous. A brief example should suffice to illustrate the notion: “A man goes 

to see a psychiatrist. ( ) The doctor asks him, ‘What seems to be the problem?’ The patient says, ‘Doc, no one believes 

anything I say.’ The doctor replies, ‘You’re kidding!’” ( ) To understand this joke, one must apprehend both the 

appropriateness and the incongruity of the doctor’s response. The phrase “you’re kidding” is an expression of surprise and 

appropriately registers the doctor’s skepticism that the situation could be as severe as the patient describes. ( ) In some sense, 

it may even be regarded as a reflexive expression of reassurance. ( ) In other words, the doctor’s denial is incongruous in 

that it confirms the very problem about which the patient complains. ( ) Even the physician to whom the patient turns for 

help seems to doubt his veracity from the first moment of their encounter. 

*incongruity **veracity 

(A) He argued that a religion like Christianity provides this psychological compensation through the creation of the illusion that 

adherents will go to heaven: human suffering in the present life can be indirectly relieved by the promise and hope that 

adherents will go somewhere perfect when they die. Why do religions exist? For Freud, the answer is simple: because something 

is necessary to alleviate the friction created by social repression.

(B) However, for Freud, this repression takes an intolerably heavy toll on human psychology. Humans would not be able to 

handle this repression of their instincts were it not for some sort of psychological compensation to relieve the pressure. Freud 

believed that religion provides “illusions” that offer the sort of compensation or relief required. 

(C) He argued that all humans have desires or instincts that need to be repressed by society if society is to function. For 

instance, social order is maintained only on the condition that people repress their aggressive instincts and tendencies. 

*take a toll [ ] **adherent ( ) 

(A) (C) (B)            (B) (A) (C)            (B) (C) (A)             (C) (A) (B)            (C) (B) (A)

At the same time, “you’re kidding” registers the physician’s disbelief in the patient’s report and seems to affirm the very 

proposition that the physician seems to be denying that no one believes anything the patient says. —

In The Future of an Illusion, Sigmund Freud gives his insights on what he thinks about religion. 



Individuals who learned to stock up on fats, sugars, and salts when they were available [ was / were ] more likely 

to survive and reproduce than those who did not.

해설[ ]  정답은  가 주어이기 때문에  이 맞다 주의 할 점이 이 경우에  까지가 앞에 있는  를 individuals  were .  who  learned  ~  salts individuals

수식하고 부사절  이 삽입 되어 있다라는 점이 주의할 점이다 그것만 정확히 파악 해낸다면 ,  when  (when  they  were  available) .  Individuals 

가 주어가 되어  로 정답을 체크하는 것이 어렵지 않을 것이다were . 

At the core of this [ lie / lies ] the concepts of trust and obligation, which enable individuals to cooperate in groups to solve 

the problems of survival and successful reproduction in more efficient ways. 

해설[ ]  이 경우에는 주어가  라는 부사구와 관련이 없다는 것을 정확히 파악하는 것이 중요하다 이 경우에는 주어가 At  the  core  of  this .  the 

이기 때문에  구조로 도치가 이루어졌다라는 점을 정확히 파악을 해야한다 그렇기 때문에  라는  복수명concepts  of  trust~ V+S  .  the  concepts

사를 주어로 삼아야하기 때문에  가 정답lie . 

수능특강 영어 번[ Test 2 3 ]

Anna Margolin was eighteen and a half when she went to America for the first time, in 1906. Her Aunt Lena welcomed her as 

her own child. She got her own room in the spacious house on Rodney Street, in Williamsburg, and was dressed and cared for 

as a daughter. A tutor was soon hired ① who came to the house every evening to teach her English. In the house ② were her 

aunt’s own two children, one of ③ whom later became a prominent doctor. They were both, it seems, younger than she and 

very ④ respectful of her. For several weeks, Anna Margolin felt that her aunt’s house was a paradise. Her aunt and uncle would 

leave the house soon after breakfast to go to their business. The children were away at school, and she was left in the house by 

herself. She had nothing to say to the maid, and besides, the maid was busy with her work. The few books that Anna Margolin 

were found in her aunt’s house she quickly ⑤ reading. She began to grow bored.


