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By contrast with natural, oral speech, writing is completely artificial There is no way to write
‘naturally.” Oral speech is fully natural to human beings in the sense that every human being in every
culture who is not physiologically* or psychologically disabled learns to talk. To say writing is artificial is
not to condemn it but to praise it. Like other artificial creations and indeed more than any other, it is
truly invaluable and indeed essential for the realization of fuller, interior, human potentials. Technologies
are not mere exterior aids but also interior transformations of consciousness, and never more than when
they affect the word. Writing heightens consciousness and it also provides for consciousness as nothing
else does. Oral cultures indeed produce powerful and beautiful verbal performances of high artistic and
human worth. Nevertheless, without writing, human consciousness cannot achieve its fuller potentials,
cannot produce other beautiful and powerful creations. In this sense, orality needs to produce and is
destined to produce writing. Literacy is absolutely necessary for the development not only of science but
also of history, philosophy, explanatory understanding of literature and of any art, and indeed for the
explanation of language (including oral speech) itself. There is hardly an oral culture left in the world

today that is not somehow aware of the vast complex of powers forever inaccessible without literacy.

Technologies are artificial, but — paradox again — artificiality is natural to human beings. Technology,
properly interiorized, does not degrade human life but on the contrary enhances it. The use of a
technology can enrich the human mind, enlarge the human spirit, and intensify its interior life. Writing is
an even more deeply interiorized technology than instrumental musical performance is. With telephone,
radio, television, and various kinds of digital media, electronic technology has brought us into the age of
‘secondary orality,’ by contrast with primary orality, which refers to thought and its verbal expression
totally untouched by any knowledge developed through writing or print. But secondary orality is essentially
a more deliberate and self-conscious orality, based permanently on the use of writing and print. Secondary
orality is both remarkably like and remarkably unlike primary orality. Like primary orality, secondary
orality has generated a strong group sense, for listening to spoken words forms hearers into a group, a
true audience, just as reading written or printed texts turns individuals in on themselves. But secondary
orality generates a sense for groups immeasurably larger than those of primary oral culture as is indicated
by McLuhan's ‘global village.” Moreover, before writing, oral folk were group—minded because no possible
alternative had presented itself. In our age of secondary orality, we are group-minded self-consciously and
programmatically. The contrast between oratory in the past and in today’'s world well highlights the
contrast between primary and secondary orality. Radio, television, and social media have brought major
political figures as public speakers to a larger public than was ever possible before modern electronic
developments, Thus in a sense orality has come into its own more than ever before. But it is not the old

orality. The old style oratory** coming from primary orality is gone forever.

* physiologically: an adverbial form of physiology, meaning a branch of biology that deals with the
functions and activities of life or of living matter (such as organs, tissues, or cells) and of the physical

and chemical phenomena involved.

*x oratory:. the art of speaking in public eloquently or effectively.
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